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were made rulers of Chandavolu and Kandukuru respectively. Vemareddi restored peace and
order in the kingdom and tried hard for the reinstallation of Hindu dharma. Temples were
raised and Brahmins and scholars were given agraharas. He himself performed a number of
Vedic rituals. He got constructed flights of steps to Ahobilam and Srisailam temples. Erra
Pragada, one of the three great poets that brought the Mahabharatamu into Telugu, was
patronized by Vemareddi.
Anavotareddi succeeded to the Reddi kingdom in 1353. Trained well in the art of statecraft
and warfare, he faced the difficulties which confronted the Reddi power with courage, He
thought it safe for the kingdom if he could annex the entire coastal area upto Kalinga, which
was under the Gangas, Manchikonda chiefs and a number of other petty chieftains. He started
his campaign towards the Qodavari and Kalinga in 1356. The records of Anavota and his
brother Anavema describe a number of battles that took place in this attempt. Being aware
of the fact that trade and commerce were the backbone of economy, Anavota tried hard to
develop the sea-borne trade and reduced the taxes at the port of Motupalli, as evidenced by
the 'Abhayasasana' (edict of Assurance), on the pillar of a manfapa of the Virabhadreswara
temple at Motupalli. He thus protected the interests of the traders and attracted them to the
Motupalli port, which ultimately resulted in increasing the exports and imports of the country.
But this peace and prosperity did not continue for long. The Bahmani sultans, the Velama
chiefs and the Vijayanagar rulers designed their strategies to occupy the Reddi dominions,
each in their own way. A record at Amarayati, dated 1361, refers to the reinstallation by Reddla
of the main deity that was destroyed by the Muslims. It also mentions that the army under
the leadership of Anavota protected the Reddi areas from the Bahmanls. Simultaneously, the
Reddis had to face trouble from the Velama chiefs of Rachakonda on one side and the Rayas
of Vijayanagar on the other. Velugd^lvarl Vam^ava(l states that the Velama chiefs, Madanayaka
and Naganayaka, defeated Anavotareddi at Dharanikota and went as far as Srisailam. On
the southern side, Bukkaraya of Vijayanagar was successful in occupying the south-eastern
provinces of the Reddi kingdom. Probably it was under these circumstances that Anavota
had shifted the capital from Addanki to Kondavidu, a strong hill-fort, situated in the Quntur
district. But during his period he could not restore the lost prestige of the Reddis. As his
son Komaragiri was a minor, his brother Anavema ascended the Reddi throne of Kondavldu
in 1364 at the time of his death. He despatched his forces towards those who had earlier
accepted the Reddi suzerainty but later declared independence. He conquered all the major
and minor kingdoms upto Slmhachaiam. He defeated the kings of Undi, Telugu Cholaa of
Kamavarapukota, Chalukyas of Nidadavoiu, Korukonda chiefs, Koppula Nayakas, Chalukyas of
Elamanchili and Matsyas of Oddadi and made offerings In the temple of Simhachalam. After
occupying the eastern areas, he proceeded against the Velama chief of Rachakonda, who
once defeated his brother Anavota. He conquered some parts of Telangana and went upto
Srisailam. Thus, by 1378, he extended his kingdom from Simhachalam to Srisailam and had
the title Mahanlydndhraddsa PatfSbh^eka samvrita mahabhagya. He celebrated the prestigious